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TO RAISE ESTEEM, WE MUSE BENEFIT OTSE&S ; TO PAOCUR: 






LOVE, WE MUST PLEASE THFE.M.—DR. JOHNSON. 








BIOGRAPHY. 


Tramteted from the French for the Galaxy. 


GEORGES JACQUES DANTON, 


Was born at Arcis-sur-Aube, on the 8th 
of October 1759, from whence he came to 
vetablish himself at Paris, where he was ad- 
i of the King’s council in 1790. He 
eo successively connected with Mirabeau, 
Marat and Robespierre, and became one of 
the principal directors of the populace of 
the capital, where he was particularly no- 
ficed for his eollossal form and his 
Stentorian voice. In 1791, he was appoint- 
ed a member from the department of Paris, 
and presided at the assembly an the Champ 
de Mars, the object of which was to dee 
shrone the King, after his arrest at Varen- 
nes; in consequence of this circumstance 
he was obliged to conceal himself for some 
ume, but soon reappeared with more than 
135 usual audacity. Being named substitute 
for the attorney of the commune of Paris in 
November, he arranged with others plans 
Sor the operations on the 20th of June 1792, 
and the [oth of August, which utterly suab- 
verted tae regal authority. As minister of 
vastice be assumed to himself the nomina- 
tion clagents to the armies and departments, 
nich gave him the means of raising a body 





of parliZans ior himself. He was a strange 
composition of idleness and energy, and dur- 
ing the massacres Of September, exhibited 
gicat strengin of character, and exalted 
fortiiede. On the invasion of Champagne 
by the Piussians, he alone preserved the 
calmness necessary at such a crisis ; he dic- 
tated the nicasures of defence, which were 


of a short duration, the enmity which exist- 
ed between them was soon apparent to ev- 
ery one. 

against him, but Robespierre who was not 
yet prepared to attack him, declared him in- 
nocent of the plots in favour of monarchy 
which the aristocrats attributed to him. 


tween these two men broke out into open 


war. 
cile them, and they met at an entertainment 


‘justice we should not confound the innocent 


Several denunciations were made 


After the death of Hebert, the hatred be- | 
Their mutual friends tried to recen- 


“It is just” said Danton to his enemy, “that 
we should oppress the royalists, but in our 


with the guilty, we should strike such blows . 
only as will be useful to the Republic.” 
Robespierre, frowning, replied, “who has 
ever told you that oné innocent man has 
been sent to the scaffold.” From that mo- 
ment all hopes of reconciliation were des- 
troyed, and Danton said when leaving the! 
house, “ we must declare ourselves, there 
is no time to be lost;” but his rival had al- 
ready arranged his measures. Saint Just 
made a report against him to the committee 
of public safety, and he was arrested on the 
night of the Sist of March 1794, with those 
who were named as his accomplices. Being 
sent to the Conciergeric, he seemed much 
humiliated by the knowledge that he had 
been the dupe of Robespierre, and ail bis 
conversation was a strange mixture of re- 
pentance and pride, When he was interro- 
gated, he calmly answered “I am Danton, 
well known in the revolution, my dwelling 
will soon be the tomb, but my name will 
live in the Pantheon of History.” The rev- 
olutionary tribunal condemned him on the 
5th of April as an accomplice of a conspira- 
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and without which they cannot be guarded 
against the ill impression and ill tendencies, 


charged to the account of history. While 
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which, in regard to them at least, I have 


in the page of history we contemplate the 

degraded state to which vice, ignorance, and 

the dominion of fulse and illiberal prejudice s 
have s© greatly subjected man, it does in- 
deed require a strony and well prepared 
mind to look on this degrade picture of hu- 
manity, without having our own principles 
of integrity and benevolence weakenéd and 
perhaps subverted ; or our confidence in the 
superintendence of an over-ruling Provi- 
dence endangered. All the events of histo- 
ry which are opprobrious to humanity will, 
by the judicious reader, be referred to their 
proper cause, to the corruption, not to the 

depravity of human nature ; that easy refuge 
of men, who are themselves corrupted ; nor 
in the sentence of one, or a thousand vil- 
lains, will he involve the whole human race : 
and thus, by a rash and unjust inference, rob 
man at once of his God, and of all generous 
confidence in the work ‘of God. In fine, the 
fascinations of splendid crime should not 
screen the criminal, but the natural abhor- 
rence of wickedness, rising in proportion to 
the enormity of its examples, should strength- 
en the virtuous inclination of the reader’s 
heart. ‘To read history with truth” and with 
advantage, the nicest discrimination of caus- 
es is often requisite. Folly and error are 
frequently as prominent in the page as de 

liberate bad intention, but by the historian 
and his reader the deceived are rudely con- 
founded with the decciver, the seduced with 
the seducer; while many of the most over- 
whelming calamities which have fallen on 
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their introduction on the stage, presume 


that they are destined to be privilegcd - 
agers of the hu tas poe 


ma 

their predecessor 
haye acted they receive as the part which 
themselves are to act: th 
ments of wealth and 
spread their charms before them ; the deli- 
cate question of right and wrong hardly oc- 
curs to them, or with not suffi 
to turn them from their course 
to command, of the multitude to o 


drama, read the story of 
; the part which they 


4 the tempting allure- 
power and grandeur 


cient power 
; theirs’ it is 
itu ; and 
my repetition of the same 
ind of hereditary succession of 


injustice, violence, fraud, broken faith, cru- 
elty, and all the ill-featured progeny of wide- 
wasting ambition. History is more a change 
of hames, than of action and character ; and 
what in her record is favourable to the gen- 
eral welfare of man, is rarely to be ascribed 
to the efforts, ertven to the concurrence of 


actors, but to the operation of 


seemingly fortuitous circumstances, to the 
general impulse of the neglected many, to 
the re-action against crime itself, when push- 
ed to an extreme beyond human bearunce, 
and, what is the most true, though the least 
acknowledged, to the counteraction of a Be- 
ing behind the curtain, who diverts the coun- 
sels of a wicked policy to an end, which is 
the most remote from the thoughts and the 
most remote from the wish of the proud ac- 
s. The revival of letters and arts, the 
deliverance of man from the most abject and 
oppressive slavery that of papal Rome, was 
not owing to the great men of the -day, but 
for the magnitude of the events, history 
would not have noticed 
reverses succeed toa dark and dismal gloom 


But these splendid 











then adopted, and prevented the assembly 
from removing beyond the Loire. The in- 
veterate hatred, which Robespierre mani- 
tested against Dantow, commenced from 
this peried ; he never forgave him for the 
ascencency that he acquired during that 
perilous time. 
Being clected to the Convention from the 
department of Paris, he proposed a decree 
ior the security of property, insisted that any 
citizen might become a candidate for the of- 
fice of judge ; and reproached the old mag- 
istracy, with their servility and devotion to 
the crown. Towards the end of October, 
le belonged to the committee of the consti- 
tution, presided at the Jacobin club, when 
}Du:nouriez came there, premising to deliver 
the people from tyranny, and answered his 
harangue by declaring, “I also wish to sce 
the pike and the capof liberiy, triumphant 
over sceptres and crowns” Being after- 
wards called upon to account for the expen- 
clitures under his nuinistry, he said that in 
revolutionary Ume, they should account for 
the whole amount, without details; he voted 
flor puvishing with death the emigrants who 
returned, undertook the defence of public 
worship, told the conveution that they would 
gender liberty hateful, if they too precipi- 
gateiy alopted und made use of the proposed 
philosophical ideas: and he demanded that 
the convention should declare, tdat tacy 
wished to pertect establishments augl not .o 
destroy them. Prudhomme having observed 
to him at tae time the tria of [Louis the 
NVi-o was pending, that the Convention wers 
wrohy is Wistulug to judge that prince, be- 
cause tuc Micmibers could not be ut once ace 
cusers, judges, and jury, he ceplied ‘you 


are right, we win hot judge bia, we wiil 
Kill hin.” Oa his return trom a woission to 
Belgium, wacre he haa with Locroix used 
the utmost violence, he voted for the death 
of the King, inauced the assembly to declare 
war against Spon, and endeavoured to put 


an end to ihe quarreis between the Jacobins 
and Girondists. Notwithstandiae the con- 
test assumed every day a more serious char- 


acter, “the metal bous (said Vatcon,) but 
the statue of hberty ts net yet cast, if vou 
do net watch the Jurnece, you will ali be 
Durnt ” 


Danton however dcevounced Isnard, when 
the latter threatenca the city of Paris, the 
mother of the Revolution, with destruction. 
If he was not one cf the princip.vls in’ the 
revolution of the Sist of May 1793, he at 
least adhered strongiy toit| On che 25th of 
July he was elected Presi !>it, and proposed 
chat the committee of public satety shouid 
be made a provincial governinent, at a later 
period, in praising an address presertod by 
Barere for the purpose of ex¢itine wie pud- 
uc feelings. he declared that he :.ad not said 
all that he should, “If tyrants’ said he “ en- 
Ganger our liberty, we will surpass them in 
boldaess, we w:ll devastate the suil of France, 
before they can over-run it, and the rich, 
the vile Cgotists, shall first become a prey 
to the Popular fury.” At the time of the 
feasts of Reason, as they were called, J)an- 
ton loudly condemned the intemperate at- 
tacks which were made against the minis- 
ters of public Worship, and demanded that 
there should be no more antireligious mas- 
querades in the very interior of the conven- 
tion, =“ It appears (said he) that we have 
ant Someeyen Superstition for the purpose 

estaolishing atheism.” He afterwards al- 


rite himself with Robespierre in order to 
‘estrov the Hebertistsy but this union was 


4 


cy to re-establish monarchy. 
debates on his trial, his judges employed all 


| long enjoy their cowardly victory.” 


During the 


means in their power to suppress his de- 
fence The president of the tribunal re- 
proached him for his boldness and presump- 
tion; “individual boldness,” said Danton, 
“is no doubt reprehensible, but national 
boldness, of which I have so often given ex- 
amples, is necessary and useful, and it !s 
honourable to me, that I possess it.” He 
exclaimed loudly against the witnesses. “ It 
is,’ said he “to the ambition of a few scoun- 
drels that they sacrifice us, but they will not 
While 
in the cart he held his head erect, and his 
countenance was bold and even ficrce; ar- 
rived atthe scaffold, one moment of sensi- 
bility was given to his family ; “ my beloved 
wife,” said he, “shall I then never see you 
agam ?” but quickly stopping, he cried, 
‘‘ Danton ! no weakness, no cowardice,” and 
immediately ascended the scaffold. 








MISCELLANY. 


ON THE MORAL INFLUENCE OF AISTORY. 
By the Rev. G. Walker. 


Concluded. 


Such is the aggregate of immoral impres- 
sion, to which history, as it has hitherto been 
conducted, does conduce. I am aware of 
the high repute which history has obtained 
in every age and nation, and that I have a 
general, and even liberal prejudice to resist. 
History has been considered as among the 
sublime productions of human genius. As 
a work of genius I have not arraigned her ; 
[I can even with Cicero, allow her to be a 
magistra morum, of manners certainly, and 
of moral in some degrec ; and I have so al- 
lowed her, but only to a select few; while 
to the many I contend that she is a dangere 
ous and immoral instructer ; in which, per- 
haps, Cicero would in part have agreed with 
me, if he had taken the many into his cen- 
templation But we should in many respects 
have differed ; our morals, our politics, our 
religion, would not altogether have harmo- 
nized, and Cicero would have highly hated 
many of those evil tendencies of history to 
which I have assigned the highest impor- 
tance. 

History has powerful attractions, and I 
feel them equally with her warmest friend ; 
nor have I lightly and inconsiderateiy charg- 
ed her; nor as an advocate, who having a- 
dopted a cause, no matter what or why, thinks 
that he must conjure up every thing that is 
plausible in favour of his cause, and urge 
every thing that is possible to the prejudice 
of the cause which heopposes. What 
[ have written, I have honestly written. 
Difference of opinion is to be expected. But 
as truth, not disputation, is the first object, 
Iet him who differs, review the charges seri- 
atim. he charges are orderly arranged, 
they are not mingled in one confused mass, 
and may in order be confuted. An 





no definite and accurate conclusion, 
which history claims, it is admitted that his- 


tory may be perused with great advantage 


the loss of history would be an irreparable 
loss. 








di indis- 
criminate reply, which repels in the gross, 
and attends to nothing minutely, can lead to 


In deference therefore to that respect 
by those who bring to the perusal a proper 
and well-directed spirit of inquiry, and that 
But it is contended, that to reap these 


advantages, those requisites are necessary 
which the many do not and cannot possess, 


mankind may, with great truth, be referred 
to an honest, though mistaken principle of 
virtue. This might be illustrated by many 
memorable examples, but to adduce tbese 
would lead me into too wide a field, and ex. 
ceed the limits which I apprehend are pre- 
scribed to me. I may be allowed however 
to observe, that, inattentive to this just dis- 
crimination, history and its readers often 
pass the most erroneous judgement3, con- 
demn where they should pity, inflame where 
they should instruct, excite natiunal antipa- 
thies, where national sympathies would be 
the wiser and more salutary application, and 
authorize the most pernicious of all conclu- 
sions, the moral depravity of man, where in 
the intention of the actors the moral charac- 
ter of man is most prominent. 
Vice and atheism are certainly unnatural 
to man. Vice, in man asa part of the gen- 
cral system, is a state of great disorder, of- 
fensive asa spectacle, and, so far as it ex- 
tends, operates to the destruction of this 
part of the system; while in every other 
part of the general system the most regular 
uninterrupted order and harmony age ob- 
served. It is contrary, therefore, both to the 
general order of mature, and to the order 
of man, which is confessed by the odium 
which the commen sense of mankind annex- 
es to it, and by the aversion with which man 
contemplates its ruinous effects. Atheism 
is yet more unnatural, for every character 
of nature is to man the proclamation of a 
God, of a wise and designing author. But 
independent of the scenery of nature, in the 
contemplation only of- nan himself, to deny 
a God is to deny himself. For, man is cer- 
tainly an effect, the comencement of his 
being is a demonstration of it; but an effect 
in the very term acknowledges a cause, and 
an adequate cause, and the denial of the 
cause of his being is not less absurd, than 
ihe denial of his own being itself. 
These observations are not impertinent 
or irrelevant; they arise out of the view 
which we have taken, and preclude what is 
the summary of the charges which I have 
srought against history, that zt is one frin- 
cinal cause of the increase both of vice and 
atheism in the world. It does not repel the 
charge that history, is abhorrent to such in- 
tention ; this I am as firmly persuaded of as 
the greatest admirer of history can be ; but 
the more I consider the subject, I am also 
the more persuaded that the charge is just. 
If vice in a high degree, and atheism alto- 
gether, be unnatural to man there must be 


both.—I will ask a few plain questions, — 
Is the exhibition of Suman character in 
history a fair representation of human na- 


considered in the abstract? Is it not the 
portrait of a single class of men, who, from 
very obvious causes, are the most vicious 
ynd depraved of men? Considered as the 
picture of man, is it not a horrid and dis- 
gustful one? And yet, as history appears to 
treat of man in every age and nation, Is-it 


human nature? Can this fail to have the 
most malignant effect, to break down the 
human mind, and reconcile it to vice, as be- 


some singular cause of the propagation of 


ture? Is it the representation of man at all, 


not by many considered to be the picture of 


ing in the order and course of human nas 
ture’ Irritated by these passions, which 
introduce vice at all, man is corrupted be- 
yond redemption by what he conceives to be 
general example ; for it is in the manner of 
general ill example that history acts upon 


of ‘more than twelve hundred years, aad in 
spite of afl their benign influence, the same 
fell ambition. which sweeps before it, in one 


general ruin, letters and arts and humanity, » . 
still goes on, ne 


FoR #HE NEW-ENGLAND GALAXT. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF 
WILLIAM HAMMAT. 


AFTER a hurried preparation for embark- 
ing, I took leave of my friend Mr. P. and 
family whose hospitable, I may say parental, 
attentions, I shall never forget. To them I 
owe in a great measure the iniproved state 
of my health and most of the comforts and 
pleasures I enjoyed at Smyrna. They need 
not, however, the small tribute of my ac- 
knowledgements. They are afive in the 
grateful remembrance of all foreigners who 
have the happiness of their acquaintance. 
Thursday, January 2, we set sail at 12 
o’clock, but were oblige to anchor in the 
evening about 6 miles from the city. Next 
morning got under weigh, and delivered the 
customary passport, which is a piastre anda 
cartridge of powder for the Turkish gentle- 
men to spend in sporting. Passing between 
Scio and the Islands of Ipsera and Antipsera 
we spoke two French brigs of war bound ta 
Smyrna. In the harbour of Ipsera was built 
the Greek ship Jerusalem, which lately vis- 
ited Boston. When about halfa mile from 
Sira we were becalmed and a rapid current 
set us withina cable’s lergth of the rocks, 
but we succeeded im towing the vessel out of 
danger. We were, however, compelled by 
alverse gales to enter the harbour which 
has a dangerous rock bottom. On shore I 
purchased for two dollars 7 gallons of wine. 
The pilot of the ship, was my pilot on shore, 
and we visited the ruins of the antient city. 
Tradition dates the period of its demolition 
2000 years ago. I found some handsome 
peices of ornamental marble, and some brok- 
en terra cotta pitchers such as were usually 
buried with the dead in former times. Mae 
ny ancient coins are found her€ by the inhab- 
itants and sold to travellers. ‘There is the 
vestige of one building deserving notice from 
the magnitude of the stones and the vastness 
of its dimensions. The new town makes a- 
singular appearance. It is built on a coni- 
cal hill and very steep, resembling a sugar 
loaf. The buildings are of white stone. 
With difficulty we warped out of harbour on 
the 13th and after severe gales of wind ar- 
rived off Milo on the 15th, where we dis- 
missed our pilot. On the 24th, spoke a 
Swedish vessel 12 days from Marseilles wh> 
informed us of a war between Spain and the 
U. States, and that the A-:nericans had cap- 
tured 3 or 4 Spanish ships. He also in- 
formed us of the blockade of Algiers by an 
American squadron. His account appeared 
so plausible that the captain thought it pru- 
dent to alter his course and steer fur Malta, 
and entered quarantine on the 26th. 

The American consul had received no ace 
count to corroborate that of the Swede and 
advised us to proceed, with caution, on our 
voyage. After staying here two days we 
sailed, and made Sardinia on the 3d of Feb- 
ruary. We spoke with a number of English 
vessels bound up the Straits, but received no 
confirmation of the report which had driven 
us from our course and caused us so much 
anxiety. At midnight, Feb. 19th, we made 
Gibraltar and passed the straits with a strong 
and favoyring gale. 
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the mind of the reader. 
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Hitherto our passage has been marked by 





bank. 


oe 


a 


— 
ie eee —ee 





‘@ constant succession of calms aid tempcsts. 


Ppssing Madeira we run 4s far south as Lat. 
=352, during which we had good weather, 
ardour course was isterrupted by no un- 
picatant incidents. { : 
Ferthward bad weather increases, and we 
eneounrer the usual storms — and consequent 
herdships of a voyage on this coast Ina win- 
err season. The inclemency of the weather 
or d the unkind treatment of the captain both 
copspire te bring on a return of that com- 
Shoit. from which more kindly skies, and 
the render offices of friends had nearly re- 
Yieved me. Tam however in the bands of 
an all wise Providence, aid shall endeavour 
te bear up under my sufferings, with becom- 
ing fortiiude and resignation, I cannot how- 
ever help heaving a sigh for dulce domum. 
Nor do I wish to repress it. The chords of 
fricneship are twined by mercy, and none 
but a brute would weaken them by thought- 
less indiffcrence, or break them by violence 
The folloving sonnet on a distant view of 
England, though not entirely applicable to 
myself. I cannot help transcribing The 
feelings of the heart Natural to every ore 
uitcr along ebsencey on seeing his tative 
jand cannot be better described. 
Thrice welcome to my longing eyes agam 
Deer nztive land! theugh but in shadow trac’d 
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And the chill mists hang darklig o’er the main : 
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the chamge! wiile yeti linger here, 
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skes off his mantle eray * 


Touches with brighter tints of sumny rey 


a a sal 


Thy cliffs, and streaks with cold ihe prospect clear. 


Absence. that wales each sociai sympathy, 
Affections, t} 
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Sott Age of youth, that pass’c 
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t no distance could impau 
without a sigh 
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41] these D int bh meware 3 and direct weve 
Of fondness, mingled v impatience, there. 
FOR THE NEW*ENCLAND GALAXY. 


THE FUDGE FAMILY IN BOSTON. 
LETTER II. 
Pichard Fuder, Esqg.ta Mr, Samuel —. 
ORARK SAM, 
[It is seidom I resign my curric'e and po- 


neys for the crevelling exercjse of a pen; | 


sud nothing but the promise I gave you at 
parting and a disposition to make you ac- 
®ousninted with the refined and popular pleas- 
sport man, could induce me to un- 
fativue writing a 
Perhaps you may have anticipated, 
jrom studying the Sporting Magazine, and 
from your association with the Southerner | 
who visited our county last year, something 
of the pleasures of the turt. But you have 
hevei ‘ace at Cembridge. There- 
fore, held thy tongue and be intructed in the 
ne fine ultra of ail civilized amuscment. 

At the Races, uv good feliow, are assem- 
bleu ol! the men of spirit that can be mus- 
tered within a circuit of fiity miles, to en- 
courage avd promote the vrecd of fine horses 
Good humour is the only sentiment that pre- 
valls; for though prodigious sums of money 
cre Jost and won, and many a broken head, 
end some broken down hor atiest the 

pirit which prevails on these occasicns, yet 
li passes off with harmony and 
The day 


excessively hot. that you mi 
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it; tie ravs Ot the SUN; anda none but 
. . 4 t gayi! : ar ra j 
the poor black devils, who are unused to the 


contd 


melting mood, have withstood his 


As we cpproach to the | 


boards, grinning, and squinting below their 
spectacles, the exclamation, Fupce ! Wheth- 
er it was intended asa sneer of contempt at 
me, your bosom friend, or whether they 
were saluting each other, by name—(for they 
bore a very striking resemblance to our 
family) is a problem, which I had not dis- 
cernmcut enotgh to resolve. ; 
Ever Yours, 

RICHARD FUDGE. 
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FOR THE NEW-ENGLAND GALAXY. 
POSTUMI, 
Or Anecdotes and remains of the Jate Josern Densik, 
Esq. Faitor of the fort-Folio—Compiled by several 
of his intimate fricnds in aid of his Biographer. 


It is wedZ, though perhaps not generally, 
known, that soon after the decease of the late 
Joseph Dennie, editor of the “ Farmer’s Mu- 
seum,” and founder and Editor of the “ Port- 
Folio,”? several of his early friends resolved 
to collect such of his unpublished writings, 
letters. &c as they were able, and to pre- 
serve them in a manuscript for the use of 
his future biographer, and that this manu- 
script, of more than fifty pages, has been 
read with much interest in certain circles. 

This compilation, however, tho’ !t may have 
been principally transcribed from the autogra- 
phiz of the deceased, does notafford indubi- 
table evidence of its authenticity, and some of 
its contents are held by critical friends to be 
of very sceptical origin. It would not be 
surprising that.a compilation thus made 
should embrace some essays which, if gen- 
uine. the author suppressed as unworthy his 
pen, or which may have been improperly, 
}though honestly, imputed to him by injudi- 
‘cious friends. It has, therefore, been deem- 
,ed advisable to publish extracts from this 
i manuscript, with the expectation that some 
oft the familiar friends of the lamented author 
_may decide on their authenticity from their 
own knowledge, or from internal evidence ; 
and it isalso hoped that many of Mr Den- 
i nie’s friends, who have not contributed to 
this liule preparatory compilation, may be 
! induced from this publication, to furnish oth- 
/er reliquiz 
' As you, Mr. Editor, served your appren- 
| ticeship with the proprictor of the Farmer’s 

Museu, and at a pcriod when Mr. Dennic 
edited that celebrated Newspaper, it has been 
considered proper to publish these supposed 
or real remains of that elegant writer, in 
your Galaxy—and to request that you would 
respectfully solicit further contributions of 
letters, essavs. or well authenticated anec- 
dotes and notices of our departed friend— 
with the assurance that, if any such are de- 
posited in your office. they shall not be pub- 
lished in your paper without express li- 
cense, but shall be reserved to illustrate his 
life ina proposed biography, in which due 
acknowledgements will be mace for all such 
coniributions. 

The reiterated complaint of Dr. Johnson, 
and almost all other English biographers, is, 
the want of attention in contempcrarics in 
preserving the unpublished writings, with 
notices of the habits, familiar couverse and 
vicissitudes of the private lives of men cel- 
ebreted for their writings. Let not the fu- 
ture biographer of one of the first professed 
men of letters of the United States have 
reason to make the same complaint. In the 
phrase of our common friend Placcus, we 
say tothe surviving friends of Dennic, Canpe 





couple of bucks, who stood on a pile of 
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But pause, we pray thee, thou ambitious 
mother Consider that it is thy son’s happi- 
ness is at stake, and not merely thy own—If 
thy darling son should make a preposterous 
love match, it is but a few years that in the 
course of nature “thou canst be weary ;” 
but if Jacob makes a match of interest it is 
thy son, who is doomed to be indeed weary 
through a patriarchal life. In afew years, Re- 
bekah,all thy plottings,all thy anxieties for the 
aggtandizement of a favourite son; with thy 
family pride, and,-~happy for him !—thy hus- 
band’s conjuyal disquietudes Will all rest qui- 
etly together in the cave of Macpelah—But it 
is fruitiess to apostrophise maternal preju- 
dice or family pride. Their ear is deaf to 
the calls of affection or the responses of rea- 
son. Jacob forsook his first love, and at his 
parent’s command went to Padanaram to 
seek hima wife. The matrimonial biogra- 
phy of the Patriarch as displayed in the con- 
text, Is the best comment upon the maternal 
policy. He married into the family of the 
wealthy Laban, as his mother had directed 
him—he proved recreant to his love—and 
what was his reward ?—even a blear eyed 
Leah, and a beautiful barren Rachel, who 
constantly serenaded him with that dulcet 
note, so appalling toa married Patriach’s car 
—*“ Give me Children or I ,die.”— 

Matrons of my country: ye proud Re- 
bekahs of this land of equality,—Have ye 
never sent your Jacobs to Padanaram to 
seek them wives? and whilst tottcring into 
your graves extended the palsied hand of 
age to sever the aifections of a favourite son 
from some lovely daughter of Heth—you 
were once perbaps needy—Providence has 
blessed your industry—fortune favoured 
your speculations,— you have become rich, 
and the mantle of Rebckah has descended 
upon you —Your son, your favourite son— 
the beir apparent of his father’s wealth— 
the inheriter of his funded debt, his insure 
ance stock, his houses in the city, and his 
wild lands inthe Maine,—He could match 
with the daughters of the wealthy and the 
honourable. But alas! the unambitisus 
youth is “sorely smitten” with the charms 
of some lovely lowly daughter of Heth. Is 
the damsel beautiful, amiable, virtuous, inno- 
cent, modest, end all-togcther jovely 7—Yes, 
but her father is a mechanic and the family 
are poor, says PRIGE. Her fatheris a Demo- 
crat or aristocrat, Says POLITICAL PREIUDICE, 
VYhe family are Socinians or Universalist-, 
SayS BIGOTRY ; and cven the damsei herseit 
ts unconverted. She does not attend cur 
evening conferences, and is not willing to be 
made eternally miserable fur the Glory of 
God. 
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BOSTON, 
FRIDAY, JULY 10, 1818. 


CIF IL,—RELIGIOUS,—MASONIC. 
On Saturday last the fourth of July, the corner stone 





of the Massachusetts General Hospital was laid in this 
town, with masonic rites and ceremonies, at the re- 
quest of the president and trustees of the Institution, 


by the Most Worshiprul Fraxcie Jonosnot OxiverR, 
f-q. Grand Master of Masons in the Commonwealth 


of Massachusetts, attended by the officers and mem- 
bers of the Grand Lodge, assisted by His Excellency 
the Governor, Jonw Brooks, and His Honor the Lt. 
Governor, WitLitAM Pavers, with the several lu- 
mane and charitable associations, many distinzui-hed 
clergy pen, end pvumerous civil and initary cizuita- 


ries 


The whole scene was truly so 





zane, but a few private Mad-Ho 
well managed, can never have 
public Institution for this purpose, 
Tender hearted people wonld.not 

tions, “ diseased in mind,” to be led to. 
House, and therefore kept them at hc 
tressed whole families and probably 
neighbortoods.—This method of kee 

was expensive, troublesome and * i 
treme, and after ashort time the 
were nothing. Nature sometimes, but | 
umphed over disease, for she was not 
telligence, authority, conveniences, or o¢ 
struggled a while and then sunk in 
the finest geniuses weever knew, lofty, , 
and susceptible, whose etherial spirits © 
most delicate attentions in moments of ne 
bility, are lost forever, from the injudicigg 
of friends when in private confinement, — 
have been saved; but are now sunk into 
immedicable disease of the mind, which 
the fiat ef Godcan cure. These Institutio 
ish, jor those who know and feel that; 
stewards and must render an account to 
every good for all they have and all they le 
it a duty to support them. An enlightened Les 
will, as they have done, foster these institutigns 
every citizen in this Commonwealth be mad 
and understand the necessity of supporting th f 
ly, there is nota palace nor a cabin but woglg 
its abundance or its scantiness to assist j 
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furnishing, and maintaining these institutiegs gs. 
spiciously commenced. But this theme ¢ 
our hands and we must close our remarks 
has been said and performed on this oce 
readers. 

On the arrival of the procession (which 
from the West church, in the order given im, “ 
at the site of the Hospital, the Rev. Mr. 
addresscd the throne of grace, imploring the 
upon the present undertasing, — 
Perkins, Esq. the vice president, in behal 
Trustees, then repeated their request, to the 
Grand Master, that he would proceed to lay the, 
stone of this interesting charitable edifice. “The : 
Master answered, that, | 

** Invited by the Trustees of the Massachusetts 
eral Hospital to lay the corner stone of a build 
which is to be devoted to the exercise of virtues: 
cially cherished and inculcated by Free Masons, the 
Grand Lodge of Mas-achusetts, acceging to the request, 
are about to perform the grateful service.” = 

The presence and assistance of the Govemor, Lie 
tenant Governcr, and other state oificers, and of se en 
incoPporated societies in the town having also beear 
quested by the Trustees, the Grand Master th 
ceeded — ' 

‘+ May it please your Excellency,—Right Won 
ful Brotier, —Honoured in being associated on this, 
casion with the Chief Magistrate of the Commonwey 


and « blessing 


second officer in the State, who, though not enrolled 
our fraternity, is eminent for the pracuce of that vigty 
which may be considered the corner stone of the. 
sonic Temple, the Grand Lodge respectfully 
your joint aid, and the assistance of the Oficers 
members of the several assoctatious now assembled, 
the work before them.” ; 
The Grand Master then directed the R. Wi Janior 
Grand Warden to examine the stone y te 


rectly squared ; which beimg done, the square was 

sented to the Governor, who was requested to prove 
the work; he complied, and returned the tool tof 
Grand Master, who also proving the regularity of th 
stone promounced it to be * well formed, true 
trusty,” and ft forthe buwilder’s use. The stone 
then raised and suspended over the spot on which 
was to be laid. and the R. W. Grand Treasurer 


a distinguished ornament of the Craft, and with @ 


Master Builder, aud report if it was perfect, and ede E 


rected to depeosite under it, various coins collected fr ¥ 
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